“Is My Idea Already Out There?”
How to search the Internet and existing sales outlets for similar or comparable products
1. This costs nothing but your time
2. The more work spent here, the better off you’ll be down the road
3. Start with the Internet
a. Google search (www.google.com)
b. Describe your item with noun & 1 or 2 adjectives
i. ________________________
ii. ________________________
iii. ________________________
c. Search the first 3 pages of results
i. Pay attention to the paid placement links
d. Click through to those sites that look similar
e. Keys & Tips
i. Do viral/referral searching
ii. Rearrange nouns & adjectives
iii. Print off 1st page of website
iv. This should take hours or even days
f. Other sites to search
i. Patents (www.uspto.gov)
ii. Ebay (www.ebay.com)
iii. Companies (www.macraesbluebook.com, www.thomasnet.com)
4. Check sales outlets
a. Determine everywhere you can buy your type of item
i. Check phonebook & call around
ii. Again, viral/referral searching is the way to go
iii. Always try mass-merchants
iv. Drive around & keep your eyes open
b. Walk the aisles
i. ASK!
c. Talk to a manager
5. If you find something…
a. It’s not necessarily a bad thing
b. Is my product 50% cheaper or 100% better?
c. Can I partner with an existing product?
6. If you don’t…
a. One task is down, but many more to come!
TIPS
1. Be objective – be passionate about your idea, but not in love with it
2. Know everything about the product
3. Everyone will like it, but who will pay for it?

Chad Collins
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Fred Smith [customer.service@patentexpress.com]
Tuesday, April 28, 2009 3:33 PM
info@arkansasinvents.org
Sponsorship of Arkansas Inventors' Network

Dear Chad Collins

My name is Fred Smith from Patent Express. We are a new website that helps individual inventors prepare and
file their own U.S. patent applications for just a few hundred dollars. (see: www.patentexpress.com) We are
started by U.S. patent attorneys to help individual inventors file and protect their inventions themselves, entirely
online.

We are interested in sponsoring Arkansas Inventors' Network in email communications to your members.
Would this be of interest to your group? If so, can you provide us with a rate sheet of costs and give us a sense
of how many members your group has? If you would like to speak over the phone, please call us at the number
below or leave us a number where you can be reached.

Kind regards,

-Fred Smith
Customer Service Representative
Patent Express, Inc.
www.patentexpress.com
1580 W. El Camino Real Suite 10
Mountain View, CA 94040
Toll Free (M-F, 9am-6pm PST) - 877-794-9511
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Chad Collins
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Laura Andriani [laura@workman.com]
Tuesday, July 28, 2009 2:50 PM
laura@workman.com
Review "The Independent Inventor's Handbook" from Workman Publishing!

Hi from Workman Publishing! My name is Laura Andriani and I handle Online Marketing for many of our
outstanding books. I’m writing to you regarding one of our upcoming titles that has you, the independent inventor,
in mind.
Written by Louis Foreman, a premier entrepreneur, veteran inventor, and the executive producer of the Emmy
award-winning PBS show Everyday Edisons, The Independent Investor’s Handbook addresses the inventor’s
doubts and concerns, and quickly lays them to rest.
The Independent Investor’s Handbook speaks directly to the inventive American, including the businessman, the
tinkerer, the dreamer, the basement-developer, and the housewife with a few great ideas up her sleeve.
With sound legal advice of patent attorney Jill Gilbert Welytok in tow, and the business-savvy sensibilities of Louis
Foreman, this garage of knowledge is piled high with all the tools an inventor needs, from flawed sketch to finished
product, with chapters like:
• Eureka! Turn an Invention into a Venture: Transform a good idea into a marketable one.
• First Define the Market, Then Design the Product: Understand the demands and the product trends before
investing all of your own supply
• Protect Your Invention (With as Few Lawyers as Possible): Manage the stressful labyrinth of the patent
process
• Make Your Mark: Branding, Pitching & Selling: Find your marketing stilts and literally stand out from the
crowd.

Given that your site is one that caters to the creative, the inspired and the curious, I’d like to send you a copy of
The Independent Investor’s Handbook for your review, as I’m sure it will resonate with your readers. Want
to read an excerpt? Click here to read a few sample chapters on scribd.com.
Additionally, I’d be happy to speak with you regarding book giveaway promotions, an author guest blog, or
something similar.
Feel free to contact me at laura@workman.com if you’re interested in seeing the book for yourself!
Thanks!
Laura
-------------------------

Laura Andriani

Online Sales and Marketing
Workman Publishing
225 Varick Street | New York | NY | 10010
(212) 614-7793
laura@workman.com
For behind-the-scenes stories, photos, videos and fun, check out our blog!
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Chad Collins
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Conor O Donovan [conor@odmasia.com]
Wednesday, July 29, 2009 6:13 AM
info@arkansasinvents.org
Mindsparkz HK. invention incubator.

Mindsparkz is a new invention incubator portal launched by The ODM Group based in Hong Kong.
Mindsparkz already has some strong partners listed below and we are now looking to expand our services to
more international inventors and incubators.
•
•
•

ODM Innovations Invention Incubator in Singapore, a partnership with Singapore Economic
Development Board & more recently Spring Singapore.
ODM Industrial, based in Shanghai, specializing in China Manufacture.
ODMasia, based in Hong Kong, exhibiting at international trade shows and commercializing new
products around the world.

Mindsparkz helps inventors patent, prototype, manufacture and sell around the globe. We are also looking to
partner with other invention portals to offer our services on the Asian markets.
For more information on Mindsparkz and our group. feel free to view below links.
www.Mindsparkz.com
www.theODMgroup.com (blog)
Look forward to hearing from you
Best Regards,
Conor O Donovan
The ODM Group
303, Keen Hung bldg,
80 Queens road East,
Wanchai, Hong Kong.
Tel. +852 2527 6766
Fax. +852 3007 2247
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Chad Collins
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Taylor Arnold [ltaesq@gmail.com]
Thursday, July 30, 2009 8:25 AM
info@arkansasinvents.org
New Patent Image Product Service

Dear Mr. Collins:
Visitors to your site may be interested in a new service being offered by my company and available at
www.brag-o-matic.com. Site visitors can use the brag-o-matic interface to order mugs, mousepads, business
cards, t-shirts, and other promotional products with the first page of any U.S. Patent printed upon it.
Please feel free to take a look at the new site and if you think it appropriate, consider adding a brag-o-matic link
to your own website.
Sincerely,
L. Taylor Arnold
www.brag-o-matic.com
www.inventionzoo.com
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Chad Collins
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Chris Hawker | Inventor [chawker@trident-design.com]
Friday, August 14, 2009 1:11 PM
info@arkansasinvents.org
Access the Inventor's Guide to taking your products to market

Hi Chad,
Chris Hawker here from Trident Design. I am a professional inventor and I have been
fortunate to bring over 20 products to market in places like Wal-Mart, Target, Bed Bath and
Beyond and other major retailers. A few of my inventions include the PowerSquid
(www.powersquid.com), Thirsty Light (www.thirstylight.com) and Onion Goggles (www.tridentdesign.com). I love inventing, and I love talking to other inventors about it.
As you may already know, inventing is both challenging and rewarding. I have spent 16 years
perfecting a system that simplifies the process. As a fellow inventor, I thought you might be
interested in learning exactly how I was able to take my ideas through the entire process of
patenting, designing, prototyping, manufacturing, licensing, and selling these products. I have
created a free eBook to share with you called “The Inventor’s Mind: 10 Steps to Making
Money from Your Inventions.” I hope it will help you to take your future where you want it to
go!
To get the eBook, go to www.invent-shop.com/book-offer and enter your name and email. It
will be immediately delivered to your inbox. Feel free to forward the link to anyone you wish.
I look forward to hearing about your successes soon.
Sincerely,
Chris Hawker
Inventor
www.invent-shop.com

This message was sent from Chris Hawker | Inventor to info@arkansasinvents.org. It was sent from: Chris
Hawker, 44 East Prescott St. , Columbus, Ohio 43215. You can modify/update your subscription via the link
below.

To be removed click here
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Email Marketing by

Chad Collins
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Doug Gaus [doug@innovationinmind.com]
Tuesday, August 25, 2009 2:53 PM
Inventor Group Leader
New Product Consulting Services

Hi,
My name is Doug Gaus. I am a professional inventor and new product developer...and share the same inventing/entrepreneurial
passions as you and the people in your inventor group. I am e-mailing to let you and others in your group know about my new
product consulting services ...please visit http://www.newproductconsultant.com/consulting.html to find out more about the consulting
services I offer.
I have had some great successes with my inventions, taking my new product ideas from the napkin stage all the way to market
shelves. My most recent project, Scoop N Grind, was picked up by a major DRTV company and is just starting to air on
television (www.scoopngrind.com).
Below is my business card...If you or anyone in your group have an invention that you're trying to get to the next level, like I have
with mine, please call me and I can help you get there...I am consulting with other inventors for very reasonable "inventor friendly"
fees.
I look forward to hearing from you or someone in your inventor group. Please pass this e-mail along to anyone you know who you
think may be interested or need some help...Thanks!
Best,
Doug
P.S. If you are interested, I can send a folder to you that shows some of my work, along with some business cards, etc., that you can
bring to your next inventor meeting.
Just ask, and I will send!

my consulting website: http://www.newproductconsultant.com/
my new product's infomercial website: www.scoopngrind.com
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Chad Collins
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Mia The Cable Girl [mcompomizzi@comcast.net]
Wednesday, September 09, 2009 7:00 AM
Mia The Cable Girl
Looking for New Products

Importance:

High

Hi
If you have a new product you are looking to get on Television low
cost we have a special going on..
10,000 TV spots for $5000 Runs in up to 5 million homes across
country (:30 seconds)
20,000 TV spots for $10,000 runs in up to 5 million homes and
includes a free :30 second inhouse commercial (only 5 packages
available with free TV production)
Great deal and lots of exposure. Let me know if interested in
more details.
Mia "The Cable Girl" Compomizzi
MIACO Media, Inc.
P.O. Box 1286
Aliquippa, PA 15001
office: 724-728-2434
fax: 724-728-2454
cel: 412-848-7788

thecablegirl(at)miacomedia(dot)com
thecablegirl.com
The information contained in this transmission, including any attached documentation, is confidential and may be privileged. It is intended only for the
use of the individual or entity named above. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any use,
dissemination or copy of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify the sender immediately by
replying to this email. Please delete all copies of this message and all attachments.

The prices and pricing structure disclosed by MIACO Media is confidential and proprietary information. You
agree that you will not disclose the prices and pricing structure communicated to you by, or discussed with you
with, MIACO Media. Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, you may not disclose the pricing
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Chad Collins
From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:
Attachments:

ceo@icm-europe.de
Wednesday, October 14, 2009 2:46 AM
chad@collinsconsultinginc.com
ceo@icm-europe.de
ICM PATENT MARKETING SERVICES FOR EUROPE
40 YEARS.jpg; PATENT MARKETING ENGLISH 1.pdf

Hi Chad,
This is to inform you about our Patent Marketing Services that we can offer your
member-inventors, particularly for the European market. Our Web site - www.icmeurope.de - specifies subject Services, Fee Structure, Submission Guidelines and Select
Cases in Patent Marketing during the last 40 years.
ICM Senior Partners in Europe are highly qualified to execute Patent Marketing
assignments from US clients; languages spoken are English, German, French and
Swedish (incl. Danish and Norwegian). Here are the backgrounds of our Senior Partners:
Laszlo Somloi, M.Sc. Automotive Engineering, in Munich, Germany, has extensive
experience from the automotive industry in Europe and South Africa
Jan Kvarnstrom, M.Sc. Aeronautical Engineering, in Stockholm, Sweden, has extensive
experience from the aircraft industry - Boeing and SAAB Aerospace
Hermann Axler, M.Sc. Mechanical Engineering, in Lohmar-Cologne, Germany, has
extensive experience from the mechanical and hydraulic power transmission industry
and markets in Europe
Sven A. Nystrom, MBA, in Beaune, France, has extensive experience from the
automotive industry in Detroit, USA and as President of a major government investment
fund in North Sweden
George S. Quarnstrom, MBA, in Flensburg, Germany, has extensive experience from the
railroad industry in the US, from the mechanical and hydraulic power transmission
industry in Europe, from the marine transmission industry worldwide, from
the agricultural industry - mechanical, hydraulic and electronic applications, from the
consumer capital goods industry, from the forestry and sawmill machinery indusry and
markets in North America and from other industries and markets as detailed under
Select Cases in Patent Marketing on the ICM Europe Web site.
The attached PowerPoint Presentation covering the ICM Patent Marketing Services offers
you additional details that you may want to forward to your members-inventors.
Looking forward to hearing from you and/or your member-inventors.
Best regards
1

George
George S. Quarnstrom
President
ICM Europe GmbH
PS Please note that we don't accept assignments on a contingency basis

...............................................................................................
George S. Quarnstrom
President
ICM Europe GmbH
P.O. Box 1129
D-24970 Steinbergkirche
Germany
Fax: +49 4636 97 63 27
Web site: www.icm-europe.de
E-mail: ceo@icm-europe.de
Office: D-24977 Westerholz, Germany
VAT: DE 15 295 24289
Court : Flensburg, Germany
Register no.: HRB 6580 FL
George S. Quarnstrom is a Director of ICM Ltd., Vancouver, B.C., Canada
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Chad Collins
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Randall Landreneau [RLinventor@verizon.net]
Monday, November 16, 2009 5:36 PM
info@arkansasinvents.org
How to Make Plastic Prototypes Video

From: Randall Landreneau <RLinventor@verizon.net>
Date: November 16, 2009 6:29:46 PM EST
To: bkoppy@hiwaay.net
Subject: How to Make Plastic Prototypes Video
Dear Inventor,
I am a former President of the Tampa Bay Inventors Council. I am writing to let you know about
a product I have created that has been very useful for inventors.
After years of experimenting with using silicone molds to make my own plastic prototypes, I
produced a video that teaches the most useful and practical techniques, some of which I
developed myself. In this video, I make three different plastic items, from simple to complex.
Any inventor will come away from viewing this with everything he needs to do the job. The
video is "How to Make Plastic Prototypes" and can be seen at www.plasticprototypes.net .
Here is what one of my clients said about it:
"I just thought that I'd let you know that I made my first prototype today! It turned out better than
I had expected. Your video is really a superb instruction manual on how to make prototypes and
to think that only a week ago I didn't know the difference from a plug, part or mold!" Joe
Duggan
I encourage you to consider purchasing this video because you and the members of your
inventor's group would benefit from it. If you need additional information from me, feel free to
call 727-744-3748.
Best,
Randy Landreneau, President
Final Phase Product Placement
727-744-3748
www.plasticprototypes.net
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get discovered!

inventors corner
The Inventors Corner pavilion and Inventors Revue are hot destinations at the Show.
Retail buyers and exhibitors know this is where to find the latest, most creative new product
concepts. Tell your story to industry insiders who really want to hear about your idea.

The Inventors Corner hosts 40 inventor exhibitors. This pavilion makes it easy for
Retailers and marketers to find fresh faces in one place — you will be at the center
of media and industry attention. Show management will help you plan your booth
and Brainchild Marketing will assist you in how to best present your product.

Space fills up fast. Call today to reserve your booth.

get smart!
Not only is your booth at the Inventors Corner the best place to introduce your product
to the housewares industry, but the Inventors Revue will give you personal advice on
how to take your product to the next level. You will have the opportunity to pitch to
two different panels of marketing and product development professionals who offer
feedback on how to position and promote your
product. In 2009, the panelists included
representatives from SkyMall, Church &
Dwight, Reckitt Benckiser, QVC and infomercial
star Anthony Sullivan of the Discovery Channel’s PitchMen. Pitching to these pros

might land you a spot in a top catalog or TV shopping show!

get noticed!
With one flat rate for a booth in the Inventors Corner, you will receive a
5’ x 10’ space, carpeting, table, chair, side and backwall, signage and other
services. Representatives from Brainchild Marketing will be on location at the
Show to assist you and help make your appearance at the International Home +
Housewares Show the most valuable trade show experience ever!
For more information on exhibiting in the Inventors Corner pavilion at the
International Home + Housewares Show, visit: www.housewares.org/show/info/inventors_corner.aspx

BRAINCHILD MARKETING LLC
Brainchild Marketing LLC
3515 Chapel Hill Ct., Export, PA 15632 USA

Contact: Lori Posey, 724-972-1149 or Jennifer Lawlor, 412-400-0703
Fax: 412-202-0510 • info@brainchildmarketing.biz • www.brainchildmarketing.biz

